
SACRED: SEVEN LAST WORDS
THURSDAY 2 APRIL 3PM, 7PM
GOOD SHEPHERD CHAPEL, ABBOTSFORD

ANAM respectfully acknowledges the traditional custodians of the lands spread across Australia on which we work 
and live. We uphold and honour their continued relationship to these sites, we pay our respects to their Elders past, 
present and emerging, and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

ANAM Quartet 1
Phoebe Fan * (VIC) violin 1
Noah Coyne *(VIC) violin 2
Patrick Shannon * (VIC) viola
Caleb Christian *(SA) cello

Affinity Quartet
Holly Piccoli (alum 2008, guest) violin 1
Nicholas Waters (alum 2016)  violin 2
Josef Hanna (alum 2021)  viola
Mee Na Lojewski (alum 2014) cello

ANAM Quartet 2
Jonah Spriggs (NSW) violin 1
Raistlin Chan (VIC) violin 2
Felix Hughes Chivers * (QLD) viola
James Monro * (SA) cello

ANAM Quartet 3
Theonie Wang * (QLD) violin 1
Phoebe Fan * (VIC) violin 2 (mvt. 5 only)
Helena Burns * (QLD) viola
Heesoo Kim * (QLD) cello

PERFORMERS

Joseph HAYDN (1732-1809) The Seven Last Words of Christ, Hob. XX:1b (1785, arr. 1787)

Introduction
Affinity Quartet	 ANAM Quartet 1

The Earthquake
Affinity Quartet	 ANAM Musicians

2'

6'
ANAM Quartet 1

i.	  'Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do'

9'
Affinity Quartet

ii. 	 'Truly, I say to you: today you will be with me in paradise'

10'
ANAM Quartet 2

iii. 	 'Woman, behold your son. Son, behold your mother'

8'
Affinity Quartet	 ANAM Quartet 2

iv. 	 'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?'

10'
Affinity Quartet	 ANAM Quartet 3

v. 	 'I thirst'

9'
Affinity Quartet

vi. 	 'It is finished'

8'
ANAM Quartet 3

vii. 	 'Father, into your hands I commit my spirit'

6'

Approximate duration: 1 hour and 15 minutes (no interval)

* Indicates ANAM musicians supported by ANAM Syndicate donors or foundations.

ANAM relies on the generous support of donors to help nurture and develop our young and talented 
musicians. To ensure we can provide them with the very best training, a world class faculty and inspiring 
guest artists, please make a donation to ANAM today at anam.com.au/support, call (03) 9645 7911 or 
speak to our Box Office staff at today’s concert.

Alyssa Deacon * (QLD) double bass
Nicholas Waters (alum 2016)  violin 2 
(mvt. 7 only)



Entering its second decade in 2026, Affinity 
Quartet’s international awards, accolades, and 
deep commitment to the string quartet form affirm 
its place as one of Australia’s most celebrated 
chamber music ensembles. Their 10th anniversary 
year featured debuts at the Rheingau Musik 
Festival, Germany; Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival, 
Finland; and in residence at the 2025 World Expo 
Osaka, Japan, where they represented Australian 
classical music in a program of 18 performances. 

David Harrington, founder of the legendary Kronos 
Quartet (USA), said recently “It’s time the world 
gets shaken awake, and Affinity can do it!!”, and 
UK-based Australian composer Brett Dean called 
Affinity “a much needed ‘new Guard’ of Australian 
chamber music.” During the past decade they have 
studied chamber music with luminaries including 
Alban Berg Quartet founder Günter Pichler at 
the International Institute of Chamber Music, 
Madrid; Jonathan Brown (Cuarteto Casals); Oliver 
Wille (Kuss Quartet); members of the Meta4, 
Alban Berg, and Ebène quartets at the McGill 

International String Quartet Academy, Montreal; 
Joel Krosnick (Juilliard Quartet) at the Amsterdam 
String Quartet Biennale Young Talents Residency; 
and composer Thomas Adès at the International 
Musicians Seminar Prussia Cove, UK.

Affinity Quartet has a reputation for flawless 
technique and bold interpretations of repertoire 
spanning the history of Western art music, while 
embracing works by Australian composers past 
and present. Now based in Melbourne and a not-
for-profit organisation, Affinity Quartet champions 
Australian chamber music widely while promoting 
cultural exchange through the art-form.

Affinity Quartet musicians are all ANAM alumni:
Shane Chen (alum 2012) violin
Nicholas Waters (alum 2016) violin
Josef Hanna (alum 2021) viola
Mee Na Lojewski (alum 2014) cello and founder

ABOUT AFFINITY QUARTET

SACRED MUSIC FOR SACRED WORDS
The late eighteenth century was a turbulent time 
to be a composer. The repertory system we know 
today, where most music performed is selected from 
history, did not exist. Music publishing, publishing 
houses, and the notion of copyright itself were still in 
their infancies. Popular song, hymns and sacred chant 
comprised the bulk of what was published. Instead, 
those with wealth and power had composers in their 
staff who would write for each occasion. Haydn 
was among these court composers, spending nearly 
thirty years in the employ of the Esterházy Court, 
most of that in the isolated ‘Versailles of Hungary,’ 
the family’s immensely opulent palace (which 
boasted two opera houses within it). Contractually, 
everything he wrote was solely for the use of the 
Esterházys, and he could not take on commissions 
without express permission.

Though the financial compensation was extremely 
generous, the conditions of the contract chafed ever 
more as Haydn’s compositional prowess grew. It was 
a fortuitous alignment of circumstances in 1779 that 
saw Haydn negotiate a new contract that allowed 
him to sell the rights to his own works, and the first 
publisher embark on music publishing in Austria. With 
this negotiation, Haydn’s works exploded into the 
public consciousness, and his chamber works were 
especially celebrated. Haydn’s shrewd negotiation 
and multiple sales of his works quickly made him a 
wealthy man. 

As his works continued to be published, Haydn gained 
renown across Europe, and larger commissions 
began to occupy what little time he had outside 
of court duties. Haydn was a prodigiously fast 
writer, but even he struggled with the demand of 
the court alone (which had over 120 evenings of 
opera performances alongside a robust program of 
chamber and symphonic works). It’s an oddity that a 
commission from a small church in Cadiz, Spain, was 
accepted, especially considering the constraints put 
upon Haydn.

“It was no easy task to compose seven adagios lasting 
ten minutes each, and to succeed one another without 
fatiguing the listeners; indeed, I found it quite impossible 
to confine myself to the appointed limits.” 

– HAYDN, ca. 1800

Each year, the Oratorio Santa Cueva (Oratory of 
the Holy Cave) commissioned a composer to write 
music to accompany their Good Friday service, 
which was a three-hour long reflection mirroring 
the time between Christ’s crucifixion and his death 
on the cross, built around the seven last phrases he 
uttered. In the program, we’ve provided the English 
translation over the more commonly heard Latin 
so you can hear how each moment reverentially 
captures each of the last words. 



WHAT'S NEXT

Haydn’s resulting work has become by far the most 
celebrated commission of the Santa Cueva, so 
much so that it plays on a loop in the modern-day 
lower chapel where the work was first performed. 
Part of that popularity again comes from Haydn’s 
savvy business skills – shortly after the premiere, 
two versions of the work were published: the 
original orchestral version and the string quartet 
arrangement you hear today. For the oratorio-mad 
German choral societies, Haydn later created a 
version of the work for orchestra, soloists and chorus, 
which also continues to be programmed. 

Though many composers resent the works they 
are known for in their lifetimes – Beethoven was 
reportedly so sick of his Septet he once exclaimed: 
“That damn work! I wish it were burned!” – Haydn 
regarded the Seven Last Words as one of his finest 
works. Across the movements, Haydn captures not 
only the weight of each of the Last Words but their 
textual and liturgical meanings. 

The bittersweet melancholy of Today you will be 
with me in paradise is followed by solitary cries in 
Why have you forsaken me?, whose short passages 
of violin alone emphasise this moment of doubt 

and abandonment.  The initial parched pizzicato of 
I Thirst is repeatedly interrupted by musical stabs 
of pain, after which the final tranquillity of Into your 
hands I commend my spirit is reached. 

At the conclusion of Good Friday services, a loud 
sound is usually made, representing the earthquake 
that followed Christ’s death. This one moment 
becomes a suddenly urgent and raging musical storm 
in the best of Haydn’s Sturm und Drang (‘Storm and 
Stress’) works, and a fittingly calamitous end to 
these remarkably moving sonatas. 

 

 

Written by Alex Owens, ANAM Music Librarian, Robert 
Salzer Foundation Library

SCARLATTI AND 
THE ITALIAN MAVERICKS
FRIDAY 17 APRIL, 7PM
ROSINA AUDITORIUM, ABBOTSFORD CONVENT

From the early Baroque to the edge of the avant-
garde, Scarlatti and the Italian Mavericks traces 
three centuries of Italian keyboard invention. 
Led by Timothy Young, ANAM’s Head of Piano, 
this program brings together ANAM pianists 
performing across the clavichord, harpsichord, 
fortepiano and modern piano. 

Come and experience a taste of 18th-century 
Spain, the Italian Renaissance, intermingling with 
the experimental sounds of today.

INTERSTELLAR CALL
FRIDAY 8 MAY, 7PM
ROSINA AUDITORIUM, ABBOTSFORD CONVENT

Taking its title from Olivier Messiaen’s Appel 
Interstellaire (Interstellar Call), this program 
traces the evolution of the modern French brass 
sound — from the grandeur of early 20th-century 
fanfares to Messiaen’s cosmic lyricism.

“I’m really thrilled to be presenting a concert 
of French-themed brass music with the very 
talented brass students at ANAM.

This program includes two of my favourite 
works — the fanfare from La Péri by Dukas and 
Tomasi’s Fanfares Liturgiques — alongside an 
incredible arrangement of Carmen and one of 
the most compelling solo horn pieces of the 
20th century, Messiaen’s Appel Interstellaire 
(Interstellar Call) from Des canyons aux 
étoiles.... We’ve even got a secret encore 
planned, so please come and join us!” 

— BEN JACKS, FACULTY, HORN



THANK YOU ANAM gratefully acknowledges the support of the following patrons, as well as those valued donors wishing to 
remain anonymous. 

ANAM PATRON
Janet Holmes à Court AC 

FOUNDING PATRON the late  
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE 

PATRON OF THE ANAM  
SYNDICATE PROGRAM
the late Jan Grant
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AWM Electrical 
Benjamin Fund 
Bertalli Family Foundation
Hansen Little Foundation
Harold Mitchell Foundation 
Ian Potter Foundation
The Neilson Foundation 
Orthwein Foundation
Wright Burt Foundation 
Igor Zambelli OAM
Anonymous (1)

LUMINARY ($100,000+)
Anthony & Sharon Lee Foundation
Aranday Foundation 
Peter Jopling AM KC &  
Richard Parker 
Judi & Ian Marshman AM

CHAMPION ($40,000+)
Sieglind D’Arcy
Garran Family Foundation 
Eric & Elizabeth Gross Foundation 
Janet Holmes à Court AC
Kerry Landman
Rosemary & the late John Macleod 
Naomi Milgrom Foundation
Patricia H Reid Endowment 
Estate of the late  
David Penington AC
Ralph & Ruth Renard
Anonymous (2)

LEADER ($20,000+)
Philip Bacon AO
Bowness Family Foundation
Sandra & Bill Burdett AM
Arnis & Robin Dzedins 
Brenna Fletcher 
Jane Hansen AO
Di Jameson OAM & Frank Mercurio
The Johnson Family Foundation
Andrew J Johnston,  
in memory Isabel & Ray Dean
Robert Peck AM &  
Yvonne von Hartel AM, 
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Robert Salzer Foundation
Serp Hills Foundation
Simon Lee Foundation
David & Gai Taylor
Wesfarmers Limited

CIRCLE ($10,000+)
Meredith Baldwin
Barbara Bedwell 
Besen Family Foundation 
Bokhara Foundation 
Christobel Botten &  
Andrew Cuthbertson
Jannie Brown
Geoffrey Clarke
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Gina Fairfax AC
Gudrun Genee
Gwen Nisbet Music Scholarship Fund
Mike & Jane Hall
Lyndsey Hawkins
Dale & Greg Higham
Sonay Hussein, in memory of  
David Penington AC
Jack & Hedy Brent Foundation
Julianne Maxwell
Mercer Family Foundation
The Piaggio Family,  
in memory of Robert Piaggio

Kim Radok, in memory of  
Shirley Paton & Dagmar Radok  
and in recognition of  
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David Recht
Elizabeth & Ron Rosanove
Marie Rowland
John & Chris Sandow
Sunning Hill Fund
Janet Thomson OAM
Barbara & Ralph Ward-Ambler AM 
Wyandra Fund 

ADVOCATE($5,000+)
Olga Abrahams
Beleura – The Tallis Foundation
Mary Bram & the late Arnold Bram
Angelo Delsante & Jeannie Marsh
Dewachen Fund
Peter & Annie Duncan
Heliotropia Foundation 
Kingsley Gee
Merilyn Howorth & the late  
David Howorth
Suzanne Kirkham
Beverly & Anthony Knight OAM
Fiona MacDonald &  
Graham McConnell
Robin & Margaret Marks
Janet Matton AM & Robin Rowe
Jeanne McMullin
Lesley McMullin Foundation
Barry & Joan Miskin
Neil & Hunter Moore 
Jenny Nicol
John & Sue North
Daniel O'Connor
Sophie Oh
The Orloff Family Charitable Trust
James Phillips
Rowan Streiff
Ursula Hoff Institute 
Helen Vorrath
Edward Wang
Anna & Mark Yates
Anonymous (1)
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Gordon Ainger 
Tom & Sandra Arthur 
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Andrew Blanckensee 
Jennifer Bott AO 
Shirley Breese 
Elida Brereton 
Anthony Browell & Jan Howlin 
Rod Brown 
Elizabeth Butcher AM 
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Alastair & Sue Campbell 
Maureen & Alan Cant 
Elaine Canty AM & Roy Masters AM 
Hans & Dorothy Carlborg 
Mary-Anne Carmody 
Maureen Carruthers 
Maggie Cash 
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Elizabeth Chernov &  
The Hon Alex Chernov AC KC 
Yena Choi 
Tom & Fiona Clarke 
Greg Coldicutt 
Cherry & Hugh Collins 
Warwick & Anne Cooper 
Mark Coughlan 
John & Patricia Curotta 
Lynton Daehli 
Celia Dann  
Darin Cooper Foundation 
Anthony & Marina Darling 

Philippa Davern 
Brett Dean 
Mark Debeljak & Daniel Lehrer 
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Kathy & George Deutsch OAM  
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M Elizabeth Douglas 
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Barbara Duhig 
Lord Francis Ebury 
Damien Eckersley 
Joanna Flynn AM & Joan Bruton 
Elizabeth Foster 
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Anne Frankenberg & Adrian McEniery 
Barbara Friday 
Max Garrard 
Gaye & John Gaylard 
Jillian Gengoult-Smith 
Gilbert George 
Mary-Jane Gething AO 
Robert Gibbs & Tony Wildman 
Jennifer Gilchrist 
Nadene Gilmore &  
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Dr Henry & Joy Glennie 
David & Geraldine Glenny 
Andrea Goldsmith 
Faye Goldsmith 
Victor Goldsztein & Chris Perks 
Colin Golvan AM KC &  
Deborah Golvan 
Michael & Lizanne Goodwin 
Ann Grant 
Ian Greer 
Kathryn Greiner AO 
Graeme Hairsine 
Robyn Harris 
Christina & Terry Hart 
Peter & Yvette Hiscock 
Ian Hogarth & Peter Larsen 
Robert Hook 
Lawrence & Vicki Jacks 
Peter & Margaret Janssens 
Sally & Antony Jeffrey AM 
Min Jiang 
Barry Jones AC & Rachel Faggetter 
Ronald Jones &  
Georgina Whitehead 
Tony & Alison Kelly 
Michael Kent &  
Cristina Cappa Legora 
Ken, Margaret & Edward King 
Dr Peter Kingsbury 
Zoltan Kiss 
Jerry Koliha & Marlene Krelle 
Stuart Kollmorgen OAM &  
Rodrigo Oliviera 
Andrea Lam 
Susan & Gerald Lancaster 
Kathy Laster 
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Philip & Lorraine Levy 
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June Marks 
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Ian McDonald 
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Geoff McLaren 
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Judith Middleton 
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Lesley Milburn 
Pam Montgomery 
Traudl Moon OAM 
Laurel & Lyndsay Mott 
Jules & Jacinta Munro 
Janet Nash & Alan Hauserman 

Wendy Nash & Tristram Miall 
Sharon Nathani & Michael Cowen 
Myles Neri & Kate Nossal 
Hilary Newman 
Dr Iain Nicolson & the late  
Caryl Nicolson 
Elizabeth Nye 
O’Keefe Family 
Elizabeth O’Keeffe 
Terry & Dan O'Keeffe OAM 
Elizabeth & Jacob Okno 
Mary Oliver 
Liz O’Shaughnessy & Roger Badalassi 
Lee Palmer 
Mark Pearce 
Elizabeth Pender OAM 
Anne Penington & the late  
John Penington 
Margaret & Ralph Plarre OAM 
Catherine Playoust & Elliott Gyger 
Jeanne & Frank Pleavin 
Frank Prain 
Rosalind Price 
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Naomi Richards & Michael Butson 
Lee & Greg Ridder 
Julie Robb & Michael Furlong 
Alisoun Robertson 
the late Milton Robinson &  
Helen Ballantyne  
Norma Rohde 
Peter Ronge 
Dr Morry & Margot Rottem OAM 
S&D Hain Foundation 
Viorica Samson 
Anne Saunders 
Geoff & Yvonne Schroder,  
in memory of the late Ken Schroder  
Michael Schwarz & David Clouston 
Greg & Anne Sewell 
Maryann Shepherd 
Penny Shore 
Shane Simpson AM &  
Danielle Michel-Simpson 
St Silas Anglican Church 
Alida Stanley & Harley Wright 
Ross Steele AM 
Amanda Stevens  
Helene Strawbridge 
Helen Symon KC & Ian Lulham 
Jenny Tatchell 
Prof John Thwaites AM 
Cherilyn Tillman & Tam Vu 
Mick & Margaret Toller 
Rod Tucker & Gretel Lamont 
Steven Tudge 
Adrian Turley &  
the late Frank Van Straten 
James Turnbull 
NS & JS Turnbull 
Michael Tyazhkyy & Mila Tyazhka 
Dianne Vale 
Betty Vergara-Pink 
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Prof David Wilmoth
Moyna Wilson 
Dr Howard Wright &  
Dr Christine Wright 
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ANAM would also like to 
acknowledge those whose 
contributions are less than $1,000 
and those generous individuals who 
have left a gift in their will to ANAM.  

We wish we could include all of you 
here. 
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