
ANAM AT THE CONVENT: KURTÁG & FRIENDS
WEDNESDAY 18 MARCH 7PM
ROSINA AUDITORIUM, ABBOTSFORD CONVENT

ANAM respectfully acknowledges the traditional custodians of the lands spread across Australia on which we work 
and live. We uphold and honour their continued relationship to these sites, we pay our respects to their Elders past, 
present and emerging, and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

INTERVAL 20’

Béla BARTÓK (1881-1945) Rhapsody No. 1 (1928) 10’

Olivia Bartlett * (WA) violin
Ruby Luck * (QLD) piano

György LIGETI (1923-2006) Études, Book I (1985)
i. Désordre
vi. Automne à Varsovie

9’

Liam Furey * (NZ) piano

György KURTÁG (b. 1926) Ligatura – Message to Frances-Marine (The Answered 
Unanswered Question), op. 31b (1989)

4’

Hannah Tyrrell * (VIC) violin
Shannon Rhodes * (WA) violin
James Monro * (SA) cello
Caleb Christian * (SA) cello
Francis Atkins * (NSW) celeste

KURTÁG Hommage à R. Sch., op. 15d (1990) 10’
i. Vivo
ii. Molto semplice, piano e legato
iii. Feroce, agitato 
iv. Calmo, scorrevole
v. Presto
vi. Adagio, poco andante

Daniel Casey * (VIC) viola
Josephine Daniel * (QLD) clarinet / bass drum
Sarah Chick * (TAS) piano

Please join us in the courtyard at interval for a complimentary glass of bubbles, 
to celebrate ANAM’s first season concert of 2026!

* Denotes ANAM musicians supported by ANAM Syndicate donors or foundations.

ANAM relies on the generous support of donors to help nurture and develop our young and 
talented musicians. To ensure we can provide them with the very best training, a world 
class faculty and inspiring guest artists, please make a donation to ANAM today at anam.
com.au/support, call (03) 9645 7911 or speak to our Box Office staff at today’s concert.



THE MINIATURIST AND HIS CANVAS

Robert SCHUMANN (1810-1856) Adagio and Allegro in A-flat Major, op. 70 (1849) 10’
Madeleine Aarons * (NSW) horn
Miffy Wang * (TAS) piano

KURTÁG Six Pieces (1999)
i. Fanfare I
ii. Klagegesang I
iii. Schläge I
iv. Klagegesang II
v. Fanfare II
vi. Hommage à Paganini (La nouva campanella)

6’

Toby Sward * (TAS) tenor trombone
Timothy O’Malley * (VIC) piano

KURTÁG Six moments musicaux, op. 44 (1999-2005)
i. Invocation (Un fragment)
ii. Footfalls
iii. Capriccio
iv. In memoriam György Sebeok
v. Rappel des oiseaux... (Etude pour les harmoniques)
vi. Les adieux (in Janáceks manier)

15’

Ian Chiao * (NZ) violin
Lachlan MacLaren * (VIC) violin
Lachlan McKie * (VIC) viola
Boudewijn Keenan * (NZ) cello

Approximate duration: 1 hour and 40 minutes, including a 20-minute interval.

In the noise of the twentieth century, György 
Kurtág can be easy to miss against arguing 
personalities and overbearing schools. In his rare 
interviews he is considered, slower to elaborate, 
and deferential to the immense canon of music 
before and surrounding him. It’s an unassuming 
humility which belies the fierce intelligence that 
continues to drive the composer, who is writing his 
second opera as he celebrates his own centenary. 
Among the last of the great post-war composers, 
he stands alone in a mastery of condensing a 
constellation of gestures, ideas and quotations 
into deceptively miniature moments which contain 
universes within each. 

The great Hungarian composer Béla Bártok is, to 
Kurtág, second only to György Ligeti in influence 
and importance. Bartók’s deep ethnographic 
research into Hungary’s folk music helped him 
craft an originally authentic Hungarian sound in 
his compositional voice, which Kurtág descirbes 
as his “mother tongue.” This rhapsody, written just 
two years after Kurtág’s birth, brings together 
elements of Hungarian and Romanian folk music 
using the structure of a csárdás, starting with the 
slow lassú and ending with the breathlessly driving 
friss. 

Dissertations have been penned on most of 
Kurtág’s works trying to untangle their quotations 
and references from the composer’s oeuvre and an 
entire millennium of music besides. Titles provide 
a helpful starting point to the first layer, but the 
meaning Kurtág weaves are multiple. Ligatura has 
two subtitles, and unpicking these shows just how 
layered meaning is within Kurtág’s works. 

Message to Frances-Marie is straightforward: 
Ligatura was written for cellist Frances-Marie Uitti, 
whose boundary pushing extended techniques 
placed her at the centre of contemporary music 
composition and performance. Her own two-bow 
technique is called for throughout Ligatura, making 
up to four simultaneous notes possible – though it’s 
so challenging, most performances split this line 
between two cellists. The answered unanswered 
question then poses a response to Charles Ives’s 
The Unanswered Question (a work you’ll hear 
ANAM Musicians perform in June’s Richard 
Tognetti residency). Where Ives’s three disparate 
antiphonal layers concede to the ineffability of 
this existential question, Kurtág’s celli, violins and 
celeste pose ligature (connection) as an answer, 
though Kurtág is rarely so straightforward. The 
celeste part, which only enters for the last three 



WHAT’S NEXT

SCHUBERT OCTET
WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH, 3PM
ROSINA AUDITORIUM, ABBOTSFORD CONVENT

Franz Schubert composed his Octet as a 
commission from Ferdinand Troyer for whom 
the clarinet part was written for. One hour, six 
movements, and eight musicians, the Octet 
is Schubert’s largest chamber composition. 
Having begun rehearsing this significant work in 
2025, ANAM musicians are proud to present the 
complete work twice, in a standalone concert and 
as an exciting finale.

MIRRORS IN MIRROR
FRIDAY 27 MARCH, 7PM
ROSINA AUDITORIUM, ABBOTSFORD CONVENT

Spiegel im Spiegel is one of Arvo Pärt’s most well-
known and most performed minimalist works. 
Evoking the spectacular image of ‘a mirror in a 
mirror’, allow our ANAM musicians to lull you into 
a state of meditation and tranquillity to start this 
evening.

Australian composer Kate Moore explores the 
conflict between human and mechanical time, 
creating clouds of harmony and melodic threads 
that come to life through movement, depth and 
perspective. And finally, for the final hour, our 
musicians take on Schubert’s largest chamber 
work, the Octet in F Major, in an exciting conclusion 
of this program.

chords, was absent at the premiere. What this 
means for our unanswerable answer is left for the 
listener to ponder. 

“For a long time, a lifetime, Ligeti led me onward. I 
followed him – sometimes right behind him and other 
times even years or decades later… I oriented my 
taste according to his example.” 

– KURTÁG

Kurtág is typically self-minimising in this oft-
repeated quote, which misses the close friendship 
he and György Ligeti shared. Whereas Kurtág 
remained behind the Iron Curtain until the USSR’s 
dissolution, Ligeti fled Hungary in 1956 and spent 
the rest of his life in the West, where the open 
appetite for experimentalism saw his reputation 
blossom. Ligeti’s piano etudes are a masterclass in 
an entirely twentieth century approach to pianism 
– today we showcase just two of the astounding 
eighteen. 

Robert Schumann was another fascination of 
Kurtág’s, and this homage of six miniatures 
captures so much of the German Romantic’s 
musical personality: wandering fantasias paired 
with Schumann’s alter egos of Eusebius, Florian, 
and the lesser-mentioned mediating Master 
Raro. Programmed next to Schumann’s Adagio 

and Allegro, the textures, musical structure and 
contrasting dreamy (Eusebius) and energetic 
(Florestan) characters are illuminated across both 
works. 

Two of our final works by Kurtág are also sets of six 
movements: tightly woven moments of interwoven 
genius. The six pieces for trombone take after the 
composer’s ever-expanding collection Játékok 
(‘Games’), which imbue exercise-like pieces with a 
sense of joyous play. The final movement, Hommage 
à Paganini, is a direct adaption from Játékok, 
and playfully imitates the leaps of Paganini’s La 
Campanella. 

The Six moments musicaux take after Franz 
Schubert’s work by the same name, shorter 
character pieces bursting with colour. In Kurtág’s 
hands, the moments become briefer and wittier 
and full of intertextual winks. For instance, the 
second movement Footfalls is given the directive 
subtitle ‘As if someone is coming,’ whilst quoting 
Endre Ady’s poem ‘No One Comes’.  And our 
final movement, Les Adieux (referencing Haydn’s 
Symphony No. 45), pays homage to Czech 
composer Leoš Janáček – not directly quoting 
him, but echoing his fascination with speech-like 
patterns in music. 

Written by Alex Owens, ANAM Music Librarian, 
Robert Salzer Foundation Library



THANK YOU ANAM gratefully acknowledges the support of the following patrons, as well as those valued donors wishing to 
remain anonymous. 

ANAM PATRON
Janet Holmes à Court AC 

FOUNDING PATRON the late  
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE 

PATRON OF THE ANAM  
SYNDICATE PROGRAM
the late Jan Grant

PIONEER ($500,000+)
AWM Electrical 
Benjamin Fund 
Bertalli Family Foundation
Hansen Little Foundation
Harold Mitchell Foundation 
Ian Potter Foundation
The Neilson Foundation 
Orthwein Foundation
Wright Burt Foundation 
Igor Zambelli OAM
Anonymous (1)

LUMINARY ($100,000+)
Anthony & Sharon Lee Foundation
Aranday Foundation 
Peter Jopling AM KC &  
Richard Parker 
Judi & Ian Marshman AM

CHAMPION ($40,000+)
Sieglind D’Arcy
Garran Family Foundation 
Eric & Elizabeth Gross Foundation 
Janet Holmes à Court AC
Kerry Landman
Rosemary & the late John Macleod 
Naomi Milgrom Foundation
Patricia H Reid Endowment 
Estate of the late  
David Penington AC
Ralph & Ruth Renard
Anonymous (2)

LEADER ($20,000+)
Philip Bacon AO
Bowness Family Foundation
Sandra & Bill Burdett AM
Arnis & Robin Dzedins 
Brenna Fletcher 
Jane Hansen AO
Di Jameson OAM & Frank Mercurio
The Johnson Family Foundation
Andrew J Johnston,  
in memory Isabel & Ray Dean
Robert Peck AM &  
Yvonne von Hartel AM, 
peckvonhartel architects
Robert Salzer Foundation
Serp Hills Foundation
Simon Lee Foundation
David & Gai Taylor
Wesfarmers Limited

CIRCLE ($10,000+)
Meredith Baldwin
Barbara Bedwell 
Besen Family Foundation 
Bokhara Foundation 
Christobel Botten &  
Andrew Cuthbertson
Jannie Brown
Geoffrey Clarke
John Daley AM & Rebecca Coates
Gina Fairfax AC
Gudrun Genee
Gwen Nisbet Music Scholarship Fund
Mike & Jane Hall
Lyndsey Hawkins
Dale & Greg Higham
Sonay Hussein, in memory of  
David Penington AC
Jack & Hedy Brent Foundation
Julianne Maxwell
Mercer Family Foundation
The Piaggio Family,  
in memory of Robert Piaggio

Kim Radok, in memory of  
Shirley Paton & Dagmar Radok  
and in recognition of  
Dr Rita Crews OAM & Phillip Wilcher
David Recht
Elizabeth & Ron Rosanove
Marie Rowland
John & Chris Sandow
Sunning Hill Fund
Janet Thomson OAM
Barbara & Ralph Ward-Ambler AM 
Wyandra Fund 

ADVOCATE($5,000+)
Olga Abrahams
Beleura – The Tallis Foundation
Mary Bram & the late Arnold Bram
Angelo Delsante & Jeannie Marsh
Dewachen Fund
Peter & Annie Duncan
Heliotropia Foundation 
Kingsley Gee
Merilyn Howorth & the late  
David Howorth
Suzanne Kirkham
Beverly & Anthony Knight OAM
Fiona MacDonald &  
Graham McConnell
Robin & Margaret Marks
Janet Matton AM & Robin Rowe
Jeanne McMullin
Lesley McMullin Foundation
Dr Barry & Dr Joan Miskin
Neil & Hunter Moore 
Jenny Nicol
John & Sue North
Daniel O'Connor
Sophie Oh
The Orloff Family Charitable Trust
James Phillips
Rowan Streiff
Ursula Hoff Institute 
Helen Vorrath
Edward Wang
Anna & Mark Yates
Anonymous (1)
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ADFAS Yarra 
Gordon Ainger 
Tom & Sandra Arthur 
Nick Bailey 
Andrew Baker 
Ruth Ball 
Jennifer Barke 
Dale Barltrop 
Sally Basser 
Andrew Blanckensee 
Jennifer Bott AO 
Shirley Breese 
Elida Brereton 
Anthony Browell & Jan Howlin 
Rod Brown 
Elizabeth Butcher AM 
Elise Callander 
Alastair & Sue Campbell 
Maureen & Alan Cant 
Elaine Canty AM & Roy Masters AM 
Hans & Dorothy Carlborg 
Mary-Anne Carmody 
Maureen Carruthers 
Maggie Cash 
Annie Chapman 
Stephanie Chenoweth 
Elizabeth Chernov &  
The Hon Alex Chernov AC KC 
Yena Choi 
Tom & Fiona Clarke 
Greg Coldicutt 
Cherry & Hugh Collins 
Warwick & Anne Cooper 
Mark Coughlan 
John & Patricia Curotta 
Lynton Daehli 
Celia Dann  
Darin Cooper Foundation 
Anthony & Marina Darling 

Philippa Davern 
Brett Dean 
Mark Debeljak & Daniel Lehrer 
Aurel Dessewffy & Olga Vujovic 
Kathy & George Deutsch OAM  
Geoffrey & Carolynne Dobbin 
M Elizabeth Douglas 
Sue Driver 
Barbara Duhig 
Lord Francis Ebury 
Damien Eckersley 
Joanna Flynn AM & Joan Bruton 
Elizabeth Foster 
Gina Fox 
Anne Frankenberg & Adrian McEniery 
Barbara Friday 
Max Garrard 
Gaye & John Gaylard 
Jillian Gengoult-Smith 
Gilbert George 
Mary-Jane Gething AO 
Robert Gibbs & Tony Wildman 
Jennifer Gilchrist 
Nadene Gilmore &  
Chris Ferdinands 
Dr Henry & Joy Glennie 
David & Geraldine Glenny 
Andrea Goldsmith 
Faye Goldsmith 
Victor Goldsztein & Chris Perks 
Colin Golvan AM KC &  
Deborah Golvan 
Michael & Lizanne Goodwin 
Ann Grant 
Ian Greer 
Kathryn Greiner AO 
Graeme Hairsine 
Robyn Harris 
Christina & Terry Hart 
Peter & Yvette Hiscock 
Ian Hogarth & Peter Larsen 
Robert Hook 
Lawrence & Vicki Jacks 
Peter & Margaret Janssens 
Sally & Antony Jeffrey AM 
Min Jiang 
Barry Jones AC & Rachel Faggetter 
Ronald Jones &  
Georgina Whitehead 
Tony & Alison Kelly 
Michael Kent &  
Cristina Cappa Legora 
Ken, Margaret & Edward King 
Dr Peter Kingsbury 
Zoltan Kiss 
Jerry Koliha & Marlene Krelle 
Stuart Kollmorgen OAM &  
Rodrigo Oliviera 
Andrea Lam 
Susan & Gerald Lancaster 
Kathy Laster 
Bryan Lawrence 
George Lefroy AM & Joan Lefroy AM 
Philip & Lorraine Levy 
Diane Lightfoot 
Janet Limb AO 
Adrian & Pamela Lombardo 
Kim Low & Stephen Ngaa 
Paul & Yvonne Lynch 
Sheila & Hugh Mackay AO 
June Marks 
Cathy & Lynn Mathews 
Kate Mazoudier 
Ingeborg McCullough 
Ian McDonald 
Jan McDonald 
Gillian McIntosh 
Geoff McLaren 
Ruth McMullin 
Ian McRae AO & Åsa Hasselgard 
Judith Middleton 
Nicholas Mierisch 
Lesley Milburn 
Pam Montgomery 
Traudl Moon OAM 
Laurel & Lyndsay Mott 
Jules & Jacinta Munro 
Janet Nash & Alan Hauserman 

Wendy Nash & Tristram Miall 
Sharon Nathani & Michael Cowen 
Myles Neri & Kate Nossal 
Hilary Newman 
Dr Iain Nicolson & the late  
Caryl Nicolson 
Elizabeth Nye 
O’Keefe Family 
Elizabeth O’Keeffe 
Terry & Dan O'Keeffe OAM 
Elizabeth & Jacob Okno 
Mary Oliver 
Liz O’Shaughnessy & Roger Badalassi 
Lee Palmer 
Mark Pearce 
Elizabeth Pender OAM 
Anne Penington & the late  
John Penington 
Margaret & Ralph Plarre OAM 
Catherine Playoust & Elliott Gyger 
Jeanne & Frank Pleavin 
Frank Prain 
Rosalind Price 
Anne Prior 
Naomi Richards & Michael Butson 
Lee & Greg Ridder 
Julie Robb & Michael Furlong 
Alisoun Robertson 
the late Milton Robinson &  
Helen Ballantyne  
Norma Rohde 
Peter Ronge 
Dr Morry & Margot Rottem OAM 
S&D Hain Foundation 
Viorica Samson 
Anne Saunders 
Geoff & Yvonne Schroder,  
in memory of the late Ken Schroder  
Michael Schwarz & David Clouston 
Greg & Anne Sewell 
Maryann Shepherd 
Penny Shore 
Shane Simpson AM &  
Danielle Michel-Simpson 
St Silas Anglican Church 
Alida Stanley & Harley Wright 
Ross Steele AM 
Amanda Stevens  
Helene Strawbridge 
Helen Symon KC & Ian Lulham 
Jenny Tatchell 
Prof John Thwaites AM 
Cherilyn Tillman & Tam Vu 
Mick & Margaret Toller 
Rod Tucker & Gretel Lamont 
Steven Tudge 
Adrian Turley &  
the late Frank Van Straten 
James Turnbull 
NS & JS Turnbull 
Michael Tyazhkyy & Mila Tyazhka 
Dianne Vale 
Betty Vergara-Pink 
Robert Whitehead 
Jan Williams 
Jane Williamson & family, 
in memory of Gwen Williamson 
Prof David Wilmoth 
Dr Howard Wright &  
Dr Christine Wright 
Anonymous (24) 
 
ANAM would also like to 
acknowledge those whose 
contributions are less than $1,000 
and those generous individuals who 
have left a gift in their will to ANAM.  

We wish we could include all of you 
here. 
 
Acknowledgements from  
February  2025 - 2026


