
 

 

 

ANAM respectfully acknowledges the traditional custodians of the lands spread across Australia on 
which we work and live. We uphold and honour their continued relationship to these sites, we pay 
our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging, and extend that respect to all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.  

 

................... 

ANAM AT THE CONVENT:  
ELISION ENSEMBLE 
  
FRIDAY 20 JUNE 7PM 
ROSINA AUDITORIUM, ABBOTSFORD CONVENT 
 
 
Franco DONATONI (1927-2000) Spiri (1977) 10’ 

 
 

Liza LIM (b. 1966) Veil (1999) 10’ 
 
 
Isabel MUNDRY (b. 1963) Le Voyage (1996)†  22’ 
 
 
INTERVAL  20’ 
 
 
Improvisation 10’ 

 
 

Iannis XENAKIS (1922-2001) Eonta (1963-1964) 20’ 
 
 
Dariya MAMINOVA (b. 1988) Melchior (2021) 11’ 
 
 
 
ELISION Ensemble 
ANAM Musicians 
 
Approximate duration: 2 hours (includes a 20-minute interval) 
 
 
† Australian Premiere 
 
Members of ELISION in residence this week include Daryl Buckley (Artistic Director), Aaron 
Cassidy (conductor), Paula Rae (flute), Richard Haynes (clarinet), Tristram Williams (trumpet),  
Benjamin Marks (trombone), Alexander Waite (piano), Peter Neville (percussion), Rohan Dasika 
(bass)  
 
Isabel Mundry’s Le Voyage, published by Breitkopf & Härtel, has been supplied by Clear 
Music Australia Pty Ltd as the hire agents in Australia. 



 

 

 

TO LISTEN OR TO PERCEIVE? 

THE INTELLECTUAL GAUNTLET OF NEW MUSIC 

“The qualification ‘beautiful’ or ‘ugly’ makes no sense for sound, nor for the music that derives from 
it; the quantity of intelligence carried by the sounds must be the true criterion of the validity of a 
particular music.” —Iannis Xenakis, 1971 

Perception is perhaps the most fundamental part of what makes something art – how an object, event 
or merging of the two across a set of dimensions interacts with human senses, experience and 
understanding. Johann Sebastian Bach explored perception through counterpoint and fugues, creating 
an illusion of space between each line. Joseph Haydn did too, displacing ideas in time and subverting held 
expectations, often to humorous effects. Not to mention visual artists, architects, chefs: each using the 
gap between their realisation and your perception to create experience. This is the window in which we 
find each of today’s composers operating in, using their ever-expanding toolbox to construct and 
deconstruct, craft in closer detail and ultimately challenge previously held assumptions about music and 
art.  

____________________ 
 

Franco Donatoni was a frequent and beloved collaborator of ELISION prior to his passing in 2000. His 
opera Alfredo, Alfredo (1995) was written about his hospitalisation whilst in Melbourne on tour with 
ELISION (as for the substance of the opera… you’ll have to ask Daryl Buckley about that). The Italian was 
unashamedly open about his struggles with repeated depressive episodes and compositional crises, 
dismissing the idea of composer-as-isolated-Romantic-genius for his own experience of being a 
craftsman. His idea of composing was, as he often said, “lavorare e lavorare, sempre lavorare” – work and 
work, always work.   
 
Aaron Cassidy‡ conductor 
Sola Hughes* (QLD) solo violin 
Daisy Wong* (NSW) violin 
Lachlan McKie (VIC) viola 

Maria Zhdanovich* (SA) flute 
Joshua Webster* (NZ) solo oboe 
Richard Haynes‡ clarinet 
Georgia White* (VIC) clarinet 

Steven Bryer* (QLD) percussion 
Liam Furey* (NZ) celeste 
 

__________________ 

Australia’s pre-eminent contemporary composer Liza Lim has in recent years focused on collaboration 
and communication. Recent works including Extinction Events and Dawn Chorus and Multispecies Knots 
of Ethical Time directly face issues of our time, fusing cross-cultural collaborations with environmental 
and social messages in often theatrically heightened methods. Veil is an earlier work which more directly 
confronts individual experiences of perception, playing on the paradoxical experience of perceiving 
something that is obscured or veiled. The textures and instrumental techniques constantly swerve and 
dance around, creating what Lim describes as a “poetry of the ‘oblique glance’ or ‘intensely averted gaze’.” 
 
Aaron Cassidy‡ conductor 
Sola Hughes* (QLD) violin 
Ariel Volovelsky* (NSW) cello 

Braden Simm* (QLD) flute 
Josephine Daniel* (QLD) clarinet 
Lewis Grey* (NZ) trumpet 

Jamie Willson* (TAS) percussion 
Timothy O’Malley* (VIC) piano

____________________ 

Isabel Mundry describes her work Le Voyage (‘The Journey’) not as having a statement but containing 
suggestions, drawn from “the everyday perceptions of changeability and the experience that nothing 
stays constant, except the attempt to reorientate oneself again and again.” She takes issue with some 
of the prescriptivism she sees in the avant-garde, and instead asks how is it that something can become 
art, rather than what is (or, implicitly, isn’t) art. Mundry’s works have a fractal quality, with their most 
engaging dimension being their depth: as you zoom ‘in’ and ‘out’ of the texture and detail, you find yet 
more detail as she composes in smaller and smaller perspectives, from the widest perspective of the 
entire work ever-inwards.  



 

 

Aaron Cassidy‡ conductor 
Miriam Niessl* (QLD) violin  
Noah Coyne* (VIC) violin 
Hanna Wallace* (NSW) viola 
Daniel Casey* (VIC) viola 
Fergus Ascot* (VIC) cello 
Boudewijn Keenan* (NZ) cello  

Allan McBean* (SA) bass 
Emica Taylor* (NZ) flute 
Paula Rae‡ flute 
Ethan Seto* (QLD) oboe 
Karen Chen* (NSW) clarinet 
Josephine Daniel* (QLD) clarinet 
Tom Allen* (VIC) horn 

Stephen Mosa’ati* (NZ) trumpet 
Harrison Steele-Holmes (VIC) 
     trombone             
Caleb Goldsmith* (NZ) percussion 
Jonathan Parker* (WA) percussion 

____________________ 

Today’s improvisation is devised and performed by: 
 
Lili Stephens* (QLD) violin  
Helena Burns* (QLD) viola 

Allan McBean* (SA) bass 
Karen Chen* (NSW) clarinet 

Jonathan Parker* (WA) percussion

____________________ 

The past and present violently collide in the hands of Iannis Xenakis. Living in France as a political refugee 
following the Greek Civil War, he never lost his connection to his homeland, with most of his works carrying 
Greek titles and a lifelong interest in ancient Greek philosophy driving his works. Eonta (‘Beings’, the plural 
present participle of the Greek ‘to be’) is taken from the works of Parmenides, Plato’s predecessor and 
considered the father of ontology (the philosophy of existence and reality). In Xenakis’s derivation of 
Parmenidean philosophy, he explores how being and not-being can be equated in the realm of music, using 
mathematical set theory to define spaces of notes (and resultant combinations, intersections and 
subtractions) to craft segments of the work. Taking advantage of the emerging field of computer science, 
Xenakis used an IBM 7090 to generate the material for the intense piano opening. Despite the 
complicated technical thinking behind the work, musicologists have found inconsistencies between the 
“correct” sets of notes and what Xenakis has written – is this simply human error or a statement on the 
necessity of human intervention to truly make something art?  
 
Aaron Cassidy‡ conductor 
Tristram Williams‡ trumpet  
Koominka* (NSW) trumpet  

Benjamin Marks‡ trombone 
Max Gregg (NSW) trombone 
Toby Sward (TAS) trombone 

Alexander Waite‡ (ANAM Alum, 2018) 
     piano  

____________________ 

The final perspective comes from Cologne-based Dariya Maminova, a multidisciplinary artist who has 
fast become notable for her cross-genre explorations of contemporary and popular styles, particularly 
through her ‘Dariya Songs’. Melchior is one of these, taking its name from a poem by Doctor Zhivago 
author Boris Pasternak, which itself takes its name from a silvery alloy of copper, nickel and zinc, which 
Pasternak uses to describe a river. A fragment Edward Thomas’s Gone, Gone Again is also used, in which 
the flowing of the river is equated to the passing of time. Among the samples that make up the work are 
snippets of Dariya singing both poems, further playing with our own perception of time as we hear these 
echoes of the past. None of these sampled sounds are technically live, but the visceral intensity of two 
performers triggering each sample is its own show of virtuosity and questions how ‘live’ something must 
be to be a performance.  
 
Po Goh* (VIC) piano Timothy O’Malley* (VIC) piano

____________________ 

“For those who wish to listen to music with an open mind, it is work, work which must be constantly 
repeated, beyond all fashion and mythmaking.” —Brice Pauset, on the music of Mundry, 2007 

Written by Alex Owens, ANAM Music Librarian, Robert Salzer Foundation Library 
 
* Denotes ANAM musicians supported by ANAM Syndicate donors or a foundation. 
‡ Denotes ELISION Ensemble player 



 
 

THANK YOU 
ANAM gratefully acknowledges the support of the following patrons, as well as those valued donors wishing to 
remain anonymous, or whose contributions are less than $1,000. We would also like to acknowledge those 
generous individuals who have left a gift in their will to ANAM. We wish we could include all of you here. 
 

Ralph & Ruth Renard 
Igor Zambelli 
Anonymous (1) 
 
Leader ($20,000+) 
Aranday Foundation 
Philip Bacon AO 
Bowness Family Foundation 
Arnis & Robin Dzedins 
Jane Hansen AO 
The Johnson Family Foundation 
Andrew J Johnston,  
in memory Isabel and Ray Dean 
Peter Jopling AM KC & Richard Parker 
Robert Peck AM & Yvonne von Hartel 
AM, peckvonhartel architects 
Robert Salzer Foundation 
Serp Hills Foundation 
Simon Lee Foundation 
David and Gai Taylor 
Wesfarmers Limited 
Wright Burt Foundation 
 
Circle ($10,000+) 
Meredith Baldwin 
Barbara Bedwell 
Besen Family Foundation 
Bokhara Foundation 
Christobel Botten & Andrew 
Cuthbertson 
 

Jannie Brown 
Bill Burdett AM & Sandra Burdett 
Geoffrey Clarke 
John Daley AM & Rebecca Coates 
Gina Fairfax AC 
Gudrun Genee 
Gwen Nisbet Music Scholarship 
Fund 
Mike & Jane Hall 
Lyndsey Hawkins 
Dale & Greg Higham 
Sonay Hussein, in memory of  
David Penington AC 
Jack and Hedy Brent Foundation 
Di Jameson OAM & Frank Mercurio 
Julianne Maxwell 
Mercer Family Foundation 
The Piaggio Family,  
in memory of Robert Piaggio 
Kim Radok,  
in memory of Shirley Paton & 
Dagmar Radok and in recognition of 
Dr Rita Crews OAM & Phillip Wilcher 
David Recht 
Elizabeth & Ron Rosanove 
Marie Rowland 
John & Chris Sandow 
Sunning Hill Fund 
Janet Thomson OAM 
Wyandra Fund 

Advocate ($5,000+) 
Olga Abrahams 
Beleura – The Tallis Foundation 
Benjamin Fund 
Mary Bram & the late Arnold Bram 
Angelo Delsante & Jeannie Marsh 
Peter & Annie Duncan 
Gudrun Genee 
Heliotropia Foundation 
Merilyn Howorth & the late  
David Howorth 
Suzanne Kirkham 
Anthony Knight OAM & Beverly Knight 
Fiona MacDonald &  
Graham McConnell 
Robin & Margaret Marks 
Jeanne McMullin 
Jenny Nicol 
John & Sue North 
Dr Helen Nugent AC & Michael Nugent 
Daniel O'Connor 
Sophie Oh 
The Orloff Family Charitable Trust 
James Phillips 
Rowan Streiff 
Ursula Hoff Institute 
Ralph Ward-Ambler AM &  
Barbara Ward-Ambler 
Anonymous (2) 
 

ANAM Patron 
Janet Holmes à Court AC 
 
Founding Patron the late  
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE  
 
Patron of the ANAM Syndicate 
Program 
the late Jan Grant 
 
Pioneer ($500,000+) 
AWM Electrical  
Ian Potter Foundation 
Orthwein Foundation 
Anonymous (1) 
 
Luminary ($100,000+) 
Anthony and Sharon Lee Foundation 
Harold Mitchell Foundation 
The Neilson Foundation 
 
Champion ($40,000+) 
Sieglind D’Arcy 
Garran Family Foundation 
The Eric & Elizabeth Gross Foundation 
Janet Holmes à Court AC 
Kerry Landman 
John & Rosemary Macleod 
Naomi Milgrom Foundation 
Patricia H Ried Endowment 
 
 
 Supporter ($1,000+) including ANAM Syndicate 
ADFAS Yarra 
Gordon Ainger 
Tom & Sandra Arthur 
Nick Bailey 
Andrew Baker 
Ruth Ball 
Helen Ballantyne & Milton Robinson 
Dale Barltrop 
Sally Basser 
Anthony & Carolyn Baum 
Hermann & Louise Bischoff 
Andrew Blanckensee 
Jennifer Bott AO 
Andrew Boyle 
Shirley Breese 
Elida Brereton 
Anthony Browell & Jan Howlin 
Elizabeth Butcher AM 
Elise Callander 
Alastair & Sue Campbell 
Maureen & Alan Cant 
Elaine Canty AM & Roy Masters AM 
Hans & Dorothy Carlborg 
Mary-Anne Carmody 
Maggie Cash 
Annie Chapman 
Stephanie Chenoweth 
Yena Choi 
Tom & Fiona Clarke 
Greg Coldicutt 
Hugh & Cherry Collins 
Mark Coughlan 
John & Patricia Curotta 
Lynton Daehli 
Celia Dann  
Darin Cooper Foundation 
Anthony & Marina Darling 
Brett Dean 
Mark Debeljak & Daniel Lehrer 
Aurel Dessewffy & Olga Vujovic 
George Deutsch OAM &  
Kathy Deutsch 
Nick Deutsch 
Dewachen Fund 
Eric Dias & Roger Bau 
Geoffrey & Carolynne Dobbin 
M Elizabeth Douglas 

Sue Driver 
Barbara Duhig 
Lord Francis Ebury 
Damien Eckersley 
Joanna Flynn AM & Joan Bruton 
Gina Fox 
Anne Frankenberg &  
Adrian McEniery 
Barbara Friday 
Max Garrard 
Gaye & John Gaylard 
Kingsley Gee 
Jillian Gengoult-Smith 
Gilbert George 
Ian & Cass George 
Mary-Jane Gething AO 
Robert Gibbs & Tony Wildman 
Jennifer Gilchrist 
Nadene Gilmore &  
Chris Ferdinands 
Dr Henry & Joy Glennie 
David & Geraldine Glenny 
Andrea Goldsmith 
Faye Goldsmith 
Victor Goldsztein & Chris Perks 
Colin Golvan AM KC &  
Deborah Golvan 
Michael & Lizanne Goodwin 
Ann Grant 
Ian Greer 
Kathryn Greiner AO 
Graeme Hairsine 
Robyn Harris 
Terry & Christina Hart 
Peter & Yvette Hiscock 
James & Yvonne Hochroth 
Ian Hogarth & Peter Larsen 
Robert Hook 
Lawrence & Vicki Jacks 
Peter & Margaret Janssens 
Antony Jeffrey AM & Sally Jeffrey 
Min Jiang 
Barry Jones AC &  
Rachel Faggetter 
Ronald Jones & Georgina Whitehead 
Tony & Alison Kelly 
Michael Kent & Cristina Cappa Legora 
 

Ken, Margaret & Edward King 
Zoltan Kiss 
Jerry Koliha & Marlene Krelle 
Andrea Lam 
Bruce & Jenny Lane 
Kathy Laster 
Bryan Lawrence 
George Lefroy AM & Joan Lefroy AM 
Diane Lightfoot 
Janet Limb AO 
Adrian & Pamela Lombardo 
Kim Low 
Annabelle Lundy Wason 
Paul & Yvonne Lynch 
David Mackintosh 
June Marks 
Judi & Ian Marshman AM 
Kate Mazoudier 
Ingeborg McCullough 
Ian McDonald 
Jan McDonald 
Gillian McIntosh 
Ruth McMullin 
Ian McRae AO & Åsa Hasselgard 
Judith Middleton 
Lesley Milburn 
Barry & Joan Miskin 
Pam Montgomery 
Traudl Moon OAM 
Neil Moore 
Margaret Morey 
Jules & Jacinta Munro 
Sharon Nathani & Michael Cowen 
Myles Neri & Kate Nossal 
Hilary Newman 
Dr Iain Nicolson & the late  
Caryl Nicolson 
Elizabeth Nye 
O’Keefe Family 
Liz O’Shaughnessy & Roger Badalassi 
Elizabeth & Jacob Okno 
Mary Oliver 
Claudio Orrico 
Penny & the Hon George Palmer AM 
Lee Palmer 
Mark Pearce 
Elizabeth Pender OAM 
Ralph & Margaret Plarre 

Catherine Playoust & Elliott Gyger 
Rosalind Price 
Anne Prior 
Naomi Richards & Michael Butson 
Lee & Greg Ridder 
Julie Robb & Michael Furlong 
Morry & Margot Rottem 
Janet Matton AM & Robin Rowe 
S&D Hain Foundation 
Viorica Samson 
Anne Saunders 
Ken Schroder 
Michael Schwarz & David Clouston 
Greg & Anne Sewell 
Caroline Sharpen &  
Andrew Parker 
Maryann Shepherd 
Penny Shore 
Shane Simpson AM &  
Danielle Michel-Simpson 
St Silas Anglican Church 
Alida Stanley & Harley Wright 
Ross Steele AM 
Amanda Stevens  
Geoff & Margaret Stewart 
Helen Symon KC & Ian Lulham 
Jenny Tatchell 
Prof John Thwaites AM 
Cherilyn Tillman & Tam Vu 
Mick & Margaret Toller 
Rod Tucker & Gretel Lamont 
Adrian Turley 
James Turnbull 
Michael Tyazhkyy & Mila Tyazhka 
Dianne Vale 
Helen Vorrath 
Julie Wehbe 
Robert Whitehead 
Jan Williams 
Jane Williamson & family, 
in memory of Gwen Williamson 
Prof David Wilmoth 
Dr Howard Wright &  
Dr Christine Wright 
Anna & Mark Yates 
Anonymous (19) 
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